CHAPTER   XVI
WORK IN THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL
1894-1895
WITH the creation of the enlarged Councils under .the Act of 1891,
Pherozeshah emerges into a larger arena. His activities in the Con-
gress, the University and the Corporation had given him already a
commanding position among the public men of India. But it was
not until he found admission into the Supreme Legislative Council,
that his brilliant intellect and remarkable powers of debate obtained
their proper field of exercise, and disclosed to the public the full
force of his personality.
The election took place in October 1893. .According to the rules
framed under the Indian Councils Act, the non-official members of
the Provincial Legislative Council had the right of sending one
representative to the Viceregal Council, and their choice unani-
mously fell on Pherozeshah. The Gujarati in commenting on the
appointment expressed the general feeling in terms which were by
no means exaggerated:
The election of the Honourable Mr. P. M. Mehta to the
Supreme Legislative Council by the unanimous voice of the
elected members of the Provincial Council, was of course a fore-
gone conclusion. A gentleman whom an indigenous Government
would have delighted to honour by inviting him to the State
Council, whom even the most enlightened constituency would
have chosen as its representative to voice its grievances and re-
tpirements, and who in a free country like France or England
wmld have deservedly occupied the foremost position in the State
has for some reason or other remained outside the Viceregal
Codocil . . . The whole country from one end to the other,
will receive the" news of the elevation of the Honourable
Mr. Mehta with the sincerest feelings of satisfaction, and we
pray that he will be spared long to continue the useful and
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